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SiJ:T  FPJVKfCISCO,  April  29  It's  strawberry  shortcake  time,  as  supplies 

of  this  crimson  "berry  are  more  plentiful  and  the  price  has  dropped  considerably 
over  last  week.     Cherries  are  coming  along,  too,  as  there  exe  more  on  the  market 
this  v;8ek,  and  another  seven  days  should  see  even  larger  supplies. 

¥e  can  pia.ce  strawberries,  ¥atsonville  apple s ,  gjrapef rai t  and  small  sizes 
of  oranges  in  the  best  fruit  buy  category.    Avocados ,  on  the  other  hand,  are  a 
little  higher  this  week. 

Artichokes .  that  truly  V/estem  product  are  still  a  good  buy,  even  though 
the  price  has  advanced  a  little.    Asparagus  is  now  listed  with  the  fair  buys 
with  the  price  unchanged  from  last  v/eek.     Other  vegetables  considered  fair  buys 
are  the  bunched  vegetables  such  as  turnips .  green  onions ,  chard  and  mus tard  greens, 
bunched  carrots  which  went  up  in  price  over  last  week,  cabbage .  caulif lov:er , 
egg  Dlant  which  is  lov/er,  lettuce,  onions .  peas  which  are  more  plentiful  with 
the  price  about  the  same,  and  Italian  and  summer  squash  on  v;hich  the  price  has 
advanced  slightly. 

As  far  as  potatoes  are  concerned,  the  old  stock  has  advanced  in  price, 
while  nev7  potatoes  have  gone  dovm  making  these  the  better  buy.     Cucumbers  are 
the  newest  arrivals  on  the  market.     These  are  nigh  in  price  but  supplies  should 
be  improving  soon.     Tomatoes ,   their  salad  com^panion,  are  still  high,  and  celery 
too,  went  up  a  little  this  week«, . 
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Now,  let's  look  at  the  meat  picture.    Ample  supplies  of  all  kinds  of 
meat  v/ere  available  in  the  v/holesale  markets,  v;ith  prices  dropping  on  some  items 
such  as  skinned  smoked  hams  and  large  "bacon.    ^A^e  also  see  that  more  grass  pasture 
beef  is  coming  to  market,  in  contrast  to  grain  fed,  but  there  is  plenty  of  G-ood 
quality  on  hand.      There  was  more  veal  marketed  and  demand  increased  on  this 
item.     The  lamb  and  mutton  supply  was  ample,  but  this  meat  was  not  so  much  in 
demand  and  some  dealers  found  they  had  some  left  in  the  coolers.    Presh  pork  was 
a  little  nigher. 

The  wholesale  price  cf  G-rade  A    (92  Score)  butter  is  quoted  at  62^,  the 
same  as  for  the  corresponding  day  last  week,  but  is  dovm  one  cent  on  G-rade  B 
(90  Score)  to  59^.     Supplies  of  butter  are  increasing,  but  demand  is  slow. 
Most  dealers  v/ere  inclined  to  v/atch  developments  and  buy  sparingly,  knowing  that 
the  season  of  heavy  production  is  just  around  the  corner.     In  addition,  the 
announcement  that  the  Arm.y  would  purchase  20  cars  of  butter  here  during  May  had 
a  tendency  to  make  butter  prices  firmer,    E.etail  sales  continued  to  decline  in 
the  Bay  Area,  six  percent  below  the  previous  week. 

Early  last  week,  prices  on  eggs  advanced  tvro  cents  on  all  grades  and 
again  this  week  large  and  mediums  went  up  another  cent  so  that  wholesale  dealer 
quotations  are  G-rade  A  Large  -  5^2^'  G-rade  A  Medium  -  51-|^;  Grade  A  Small  -  44^^^ 
(v/hich  shov/ed  no  change  in  price  over  last  week).     Consumer  dem.and  is  off  slightly 
so  retail  stores  are  requesting  fev/er  eggs,  with  the  res^ult  that  more  eggs  are 
going  into  storage  and  stocks  are  accumulating.    Production  is  increasing  slightly. 

One  result  of  the  upturn  in  egg  prices  this  past  month  is  that  fev/er  lay*-- 
ing  hens  were  marketed.    Prices  of  live  fryers,  roasters  and  large  sized  leghorn 
fowl  advanced  one  cent  last  week,  while  dressed  poultry  -  fryers,  large  Leghorn 
fowl  and  young  torn  turkeys  -  also  v/ent  up  slightly. 
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SAIJ  F?vANCISCO,  May  6  —  Altho^jgh  Newtown  apple  s  fron  Santa  Cruz  county 
still  head  the  list  of  "best  fruit  "buys,  the  new  fruit  season  is  getting  under 
way  in  £:ood  fashion.^  This  week  we  find  that  the  first  cantaloups  end  honey- 
dew  !.'elc.ns  iron  the  Imperial  Vsiley  have  arrived  —  high  priced,  of  course. 
Cherries  are  coning  in  in  oetter  volune  and  are  only  moderately  high  priced, 
Straw"berries  continue  to  increase  in  volune  and  can  now  "be  classed  as  a  fair 
"buy,  along  with  grapefruit  and  orajiges, 

A  look  in  the  vegetable  "bin  reveals  nunerous  good  "buys  this  week. 
Tops  are  reasona"bly-priced  artichokes*     Cabbage,  lower  priced  a^spa-ragus  and 
carrots,  as  well  as  zucchini  end  sunner  squash,   are  all  good  "buys.  In 
addition,  the  season's  first  Ta"ble  Q,ueen  squash  fron  the  Inperial  Valley  is 
now  on  the  market.     Other  good  "buys  include  nev/  Long  White  California  potatoes 
at  a  lov/er  price,  sweet  potatoes,  plentiful  supplies  of  lettuce,  and  new-crop 
California  red,  yellow  and  white  onions, 

Caulif lov/er,   celery,  ep:y':plant ,  and  peas  make  up  this  week^'s  fair  "buys. 
Supplies  of  sweet  corn  are  gradually  hoconing  hervier,  "but  the  price 
is  still  noderrtely  high.     Tomatoes  remain  high. 
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When  we  take  a  look  at  neats  this  week,  we  find  that  last  week's 
prospects  for  a  6-day  week  in  local  retail  meat  shops  "brought  renewed  "buying 
interest  and  an  improved  demand.     Top  >£;rades  were  favored.     On  "beef,  demand 
was  good  for  Comercial  to  Good  steer  and  heifer  "beef,  "but  Utility  to  low 
Commercial  heifer  and  cow  "beef  was  little  wanted.    Although  all  coolers  had 
ample  grades  of  veal  displayed,  there  was  only  a  limited  amount  of  Choice 
grade  availa"ble.  over-supply  of  he?vy  Choice  ara.de  spring  lam"bs  found 

salesmen  continually  trying  to  move  such  kinds,  while  G-ood  to  Choice  lambs 
of  lesser  weights  were  sold  out.     The  outlet  for  ewe  mutton  was  exceedingly 
narrow.     There  was  very  little  change  on  fresh  perk  carcasses,  hut  sizea'ble 
lots  of  hams  and  "bacon  sold  on  the  low  side  of  the  price  range. 

Eutter  is  up  "I-  to  2  cents  this  week,  with  G-rade  A  (92  Score)  quoted  at 
62|-  cents  per  pound  and  G-rade  3  (90  Score)  at  61  cents.     One  factor  making  for 
strength  in  the  market  hrs  "b^een  the  announcer.ent  hy  the  Army  that  it  would 
purchase  20  cars  of  "butter  during  the  r.onth  of  May,    ^ot  the  week  ending  May  1st, 
creariery  "butter  production  in  the  West  was  up  9fo  over  the  previous  week  and  69^ 
al)ove  the  corresponding  week  last  year.    Retail  sales  are  roughly  Sfo  higher 
than  last  year. 

Less  dei'-iand  for  egjis,  along  with  the  lov/er  cost  of  Mid-V/est  eggs  moving 
into  California,  is  having  its  effect  upon  the  market.    But  all  prices  are 
unchanged  from,  a  week  ago. 

Live  and  dressed  poultry  selling  lower  this  v/eek  include  "broilers  in 
larger  supply  and  1  to  2  cents  per  pound  less;  fryers  2  to  3  cents  lower; 
limited  arrivals  of  roasters  down  3  cents;  and  less  plentiful  Leghorn  fowl 
at  1  cent  per  pound  lower  prices. 
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(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  May  16,  1947) 


SAN  FiUNCISCO,  May  13  —  This  v;eek' s  "best  "buys  are  to  be  found  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  where  there  are  several.    Artichokes  are  a  prominent  member, 


and  new  -potatoes  (especially  Long  \sTaites)  vying  for  top  honors. 

Corn  and  tomatoes  have  come  down  in  price  to  make  their  entrance  into 
the  fair  buy  class  this  week.     Cucumbers  are  more  plentiful  and  a  fair,  buy, 
along  with  peas  and  squash. 

All  fruits  are  fairly  high  priced,  but  there  is  one  encouraging  fact, 
and  that  is,  that  there  are  several  vitamin  C  contributojrs  available  now,  "C" 
is  the  vitamin,  remember,  that  helps  to  hold  the  body  cells  together  and  is  so 
necessary  for  good  health.    Breakfast  is  a  good  time  to  get  a  healthy  portion 
of  our  vitamin  C  in-take,  and  what  could  give  more  zest  to  that  meal  than  a 
delicious  dish  of  cool  strawberries,  rich  in  vitamin  C  and  plentiful  enough 

nov7  to  be  a  fair  buy.     Other  fair  buys  that  will  help  to  assure  us  of  sufficient 
vitamin  C  are  grapefruit  and  o range s .    Newtown  apples ,  cherries  (slightly  lower 
priced)  and  lemons  are  also  fairly  good  buys. 


with  asparagus,  carrots ,  cabbage,  eggplant,  lettuce  (depending  upon  q^uality), 


Cantaloups  are  becoming  more  plentiful  but  are  still  high  priced. 


Perhaps  the  best  news  is  the  arrival  of  the  first  apricots  of  the 


season  to  come  in  from  Yolo  county. 
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With  the  opening  of  numerous  meat  markets  that  have  "been  closed  for 
several  months,  as  well  as  the  new  dawn  of  a  six-day  week,  rush  orders  are 
"being  placed  for  supplies.    Demand  is  concentrated  upon  the  higher  quality  meats, 
but  about  the  only  weak  spots  have  "been  on  lower  grades  of  heifers  and  cows 
and  on  heavy  lezi"bs.    Slaughterers  have  "been  working  overtime  in  an  effort  to 
keep  up  with  the  demand  for  "beef,  which  is  shewing  a.  wide  range  of  qtuality. 
Offerings  of  veal  are  very  satisfactory  and  there  is  a  good  slaughter  of  lam"b. 
Commercial  to  Choice  lam'b  carcasses  under  40  pounds  are  selling  well,  while 
salesmen  are  on  the  alert  to  move  heavier  carcasses.     The  outlet  for  ewe  mutton 
is  very  narrow.    A  mcderate  amount  of  fresh  pork  finds  pork  loins  of  less  than 
ten  pounds  $1.00  to  $2,00  higher.    Both  smoked  han  and  "bacon  are  fairly  plentiful. 

Butter  supplies  are  ample  at  prices  1  to  1-|-  cents  higher  than  last 
v/eek.    G-rade  A  (92  Score)  is  quoted  at  54  cents  per  pound  and  G-rade  B  (90  Score) 
at  61^,    Some  "butter  has  been  moving  into  storage.    It  is  anticipated  that 
prcduction  in  California  will  soon  level  off  as  the  demand  from  ice  cream 
outlets  for  plastic  cream  broadens.     San  Francisco's  retail  sales  for  the 
week  ending  May  3  were  bfo  above  the  previous  week  and  165^  greater  than  last 
year. 

Egg  production  is  declining  and  is  approximately  17^  less  than  last 
year.    But  demand  is  also  on  the  downgrade  and  all  prices  are  unchanged.  G-rade 
A  Large  eggs  are  still    quoted  at  54j  cents  per  dozen.  Mediums  at  51^  cents. 
Smalls  at  44-J  cents  and  Grade  B  Large  eggs  at  49-|-  cents. 

Poultry  is  in  lighter  supply,  while  demand  is  good  and  prices  are 
higher.    Both  live  and  dressed  lightweight  fryers  are  up  about       per  pound. 
Heavy  fryers  and  roasters  are  3^  higher  alive  end.  2  to  5  cents  higher  dressed. 
Live  and  dressed  Leghorn  fowl  is  up  1^^  per  pound,  with  dresged  colored  fowl  up 
1^  on  the  top  side  of  the  price  range.    Dressed  tom  turkeys  axe  selling  2^  per 
pound  higher. 
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SAiT  FRANCISCO,  May  20 —  Plentiful  youngberries  are  this  weok's 
outstanding  "buy  at  much  lower  prices.    They  are  a  versatile  "berry  too  good 
eaten  fresh,  baked  in  a  pie,  or  made  into  delicious  jam  end  jelly.  Sieving 
is  the  secret  of  getting  rid  of  the  seeds. 

C-rapef ruit  and  snail  orang:es  are  next  in  line  for  a  good  buy. 
Cherries  are  slightly  lower  priced  and  a  fair  buy. 

Apricots  are  rapidly  becoming  more  plentiful,  but  are  still  fairly  high 
priced  while  cantaloupes  are  in  slightly  heavier  supply  and  somewhat  lower 
priced  than  when  they  first  p^rrived  on  the  market.    Watermelons  are  lower  also, 
but  still  pretty  high. 

The  first  early  Mayflower  peaches  are  beginning  to  arrive. 
Apples  and  avocados  remain  fairly  high  in  price  and  lemons  are  unchaxiged. 
Artichokes  and  asparag:us  take  top  honors  as  the  best  vegete^ble  buys. 
Carrots  and  eggplant  are  fair  buys  at  lower  prices.     Onions  and  potatoes 
at  unchanged  prices  are  also  fair  buys,  along  with  tomatoes  (slightly  higher). 

Warm  weather  has  resulted  in  less  good  q.uality  lettuce  and  higher  prices. 
But  musii rooms  are  considerably  lower  this  week, 

Italian  squash  is  uxo  in  price  while  both  the  Summer  and  Yellow  Crookneck 
varieties  are  lower. 

Sweet  corn  is  higher,  with  celery,  cucumbers ,  and  peppers  remaining  high. 


When  v;e  look  p.t  the  picture  on  marts  we  find  that  demand  this  past  week 
inproved.     Supplies  v;ere  readily  sold,  while  the  slaughter  was  as  large  as  any 
during  the  past  year.    Both  beef  pnd  veal  were  in  broad  demand  —  with  the 
possible  exception  of  lovj'er  grade  cow  beef.  There  was  a  wide  range  of  o^un.lity 
on  beef,  with  grass-pastured  kinds  appearing  often.     The  novenent  of  lamb  im- 
proved, but  there  was  a  very  light  supply  of  ewe  nut ton.     Fork  prices  seemed 
to  fluctuate  the  most.     There  was  ?  generally  good  demand  for  pork  loins,  while 
frrsh  regular  hrms  of  10  to  14  pounds  v/ent  up  $3,00  to  $3,00  and  smoked  bacon 
dropped  31,00,     Sparer ibs  were  in  light  supply. 

Limited  offerings  of  butter  are  in  good  demand,  but  prices  ajre  unchanged 
from  last  v/eek  at  64  cents  per  pound  for  3-rade  "A"  butter  and  62  cents  for 
G-rade  "S."    Distributors  exe  looking  to  the  Central  V/est  for  additional  supplies 
because  production  is  not  as  large  as  expected.     Cream  is  being  diverted  into 
other  products.    For  the  v/eek  ending  May  10,  SaJi  Prancisco's  r'^tail  sales 
dropped  6^,  but  were  199^  a.bove  last  year. 

S-gg  prices  remaiin  unchanged  from  a  week  age  at  54-|-  cents  per  dozen  on 
G-rade  "A"  Large  eggs,  51^  cents  on  Mediur.s,  44-|-  cents  on  Smalls,  and  49|-  cents 
per  dozen  on  G-rade  "B"  Large  eggs.    More  eggs  are  coming  from,  the  Central  West, 
but  there  is  less  demand  and  production  is  leveling  off.     At  the  sar.e  time  more 
eggs  are  moving  into  storage. 

^  'poultry  we  find  that  there  are  fewer  colored  fryers  and  roasters.  As 
a  r-sult  both  live  and  dressed  fryers  are  1  to  2  cents  per  pound  higher  and 
roasters  are  up  1  to  4  cents.     Squabs  are  5  cents  lower  and  rabbits  are  1  to  2 
cents  per  pc^ond  less.    All  other  classes  of  poultry  axe  unchanged  in  price  from 
last  week, 
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(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  May  30,  1S47) 

SAiT  FF-xLiTCISCO,  May  27  Best  "buys  for  this  week's  fruit 

"bowl  are  small  orajijges.  f^rapef ruit .  axid  lemons. 

Arricots  are  priced  low  enough  this  v/eek  to  lie  a  fair 
"buy,  along  with  yo'jmjg'berries  ?nd  cherries . 

Cr-ntaloups  and  v^atermelons  are  coining  down  in  price,  toe. 

Soft  sQu--sh  is  considera"bly  lower  priced  and  ret^jirns  as  a 
"best  "buy  after  a  long  a"bsence, 

-•Irti chokes  are  a  little  higher  "but  still  a  good  "buy,  as 
well  as  nev/  onions. 

Seasonal  vegetc."bles  that  have  taken  large  enough  price 
drops  to  gain  entrance  into  the  fair  "buy  class  include:  snap__beans, 
corn,  cucum"bers ,  and  eg^^-plant . 

A>5paragnis ,  crrrots ,  potatoes  ^   spinach,   pjid  tomatoes  a.ll  re- 
main as  fair  "buys. 


V.  - 


Meat  prices  are  higher  this  week,  except  for  ewe  mutton  end.  heavy 
veal  — "both  in  narrow  demand.     Slaughterers  are  working  overtime  to  get 
enough  "beef  to  meet  the  renewed  "buying  denpjid,  v;hile  the  quality  of  "beef 
has  definitely  gone  from  the  fed  kinds  to  the  grassy  kinds.    Fresh  lemb 
supplies,  as  well  as  the  fresh  pork  supplies  availa"ble,  are  making  a  daily 
clearance,  with  the  q_uality  on  lam"b  mainly  G-ood  and  Choice.    Fairly  liberal 
volumes  of  smoked  ham  and  bacon  are  moving  at  higher  prices.     Smoked  hams 
are  up  $3.00  to  $5,00  and  smoked  "bacon  is  $1,00  to  $2.00  higher. 

There  is  very  little  change  on  "butter  this  week.     3-rade  B  (90  Score) 
"butter  is  one  cent  lower  at  61  cents  per  pound,  "but  G-rade  A  (92  Score)  is 
still  priced  at  64  cents.     Supplies  are  "being  drawn  from  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington, along  with  some  shipments  from  the  Middlewest, 

G-rade  "A"  Sniall  eggs  are  2  cents  lower  this  week  at  42^  cents  per 
dozen.    Otherv;ise  prices  vjoe  unchanged,  with  Grade  "A"  Large  eggs  quoted 
at  54-|  cents  per  dozen.  Mediums  at  5lJ  cents,  and  G-rade  "B"  Large  eggs  at 
49^  cents.    Production  is  on  the  downgrade,  "but  supplies  are  ample. 

A  growing  scarcity  of  colored  poultry  is  resulting  in  higher  prices 
on  that  class.    Both  colored  fryers  and  fowl  are  1  to  2  cents  per  po^ond 
higher  than  last  week.     There  is  very  little  change  on  other  classes  of 
poultry.    Generally,  there  has  "been  a  good  vol^oirie  of  sales,  although 
some  resistance  has  "been  shown  to  the  higher  prices  on  colored  chickens. 
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